Nuclear Policy Storylistening Exercise Workshop Programme
Wednesday 29th and Thursday 30th March 2023

Room RUS (30) 101, Birkbeck, University of London
30 Russell Square, London, WC1B 5DT

Project Aim: To demonstrate how storylistening can inform decision-making, and to provide
insights for today’s decision-makers in nuclear policy. To do so by collaboratively exploring
how the interplay of stories and policy with respect to nuclear weapons and nuclear safety
informed decision-making in the past, and by drawing out the implications of stories for current
and future policy decisions. The findings will be presented in a report for practitioners that
should summarise the narrative evidence, the reasons for taking narrative evidence of this
type seriously, and the implications for the readers.

Day 1: Wednesday 29th March

09.30-10.00 Arrival with tea and coffee available

10.00-10.40 Welcome, introductions, purpose and structure of the workshop
(Claire Craig) & Icebreaker (all)

10.40-11.10 Storylistening Introduction (Sarah Dillon)

11.10-11.20 Break (tea and coffee)

11.20-12.50 Session 1 - Framings and Points of View Chair: Matthew Jones
Short presentations, plenary discussion and breakout session.

12.50-13.50 Lunch

13.50-15.20 Session 2 - Identities Chair: Tom McKane

Short presentations, plenary discussion and breakout session.

15.20-15.30 Break

15.30-17.00 Session 3 - Modelling and Systems Chair: Matthew Jones

Short presentations, plenary discussion and breakout session.

17.00-17.30 Wrap Up Chairs: Claire Craig and Sarah Dillon


https://www.storylistening.co.uk/

Review of the day, identification of key themes, tasks for overnight and plans for the
morning.

18.00 Workshop Dinner. Venue: MAL 5th Floor Eatery, Malet Street

Day 2: Thursday 30th March

09.00-09.30 Arrival with tea and coffee available
09.30-09.45 Plenary Chair: Claire Craig

Recap on day one, opportunity to add overnight reflections.
09.45-11.15 Session 4 - Anticipation Chair: Sarah Dillon

Narrative futures exercise in breakout groups to create anticipatory narrative models to
broaden current policy options.

11.15-11.30 Break

11.30-12.00 Plenary Chair: Claire Craig

Develop the headlines and structure of the final report.

12.00-13.00 Lunch

13.00-14.00 Breakout Session

Small groups draft the report section assigned to them.
14.00-15.00 Final Plenary Chairs: Claire Craig and Sarah Dillon
Feedback to create an outline of the full report.

Confirm the key messages and what makes them persuasive. Rapid check for any
significant gaps, uncertainties and differences of view.



LIST OF WORKSHOP PARTICIPANTS

Professor Jon Agar, University College London, Professor of Science and
Technology Studies

Dr David Banks, King's College London, Lecturer in Wargaming

Dr Lyndon Burford, King’s College London, Visiting Research Associate at the Centre
for Science and Security Studies

Dr Peter Busch, King's College London, Senior Lecturer and Director of Education
and Innovation

Dr Daniel Cordle, Nottingham Trent University, Associate Professor in English and
American Literature

Dr Claire Craig, University of Oxford, Provost of The Queen’s College Oxford

Professor Sarah Dillon, University of Cambridge, Professor of Literature and the
Public Humanities

Dr Suzanne Doyle, University of East Anglia, Lecturer in International Relations

Professor Alexander Evans OBE, London School of Economics, MPA in Data
Science for Public Policy Programme Director

Professor Michael Gardiner, University of Warwick, Professor of English and
Comparative Literary Studies

Dr Matthew Grant, University of Essex, Reader in Department of History

Dr Daniel Grausam, Durham University, Associate Professor in the Department of
English Studies

Dr Grace Halden, Birkbeck University of London, Senior Lecturer in Department of
English, Theatre and Creative Writing

Dr Jonathan Hogg, University of Liverpool, Senior Lecturer in Twentieth Century
History

Paul Ingram, Centre for the Study of Existential Risk, Academic Programme Manager
and Senior Research Associate

James Jinks, Author of A Very British Bomb: A History of the United Kingdom as a
Nuclear Power and The Silent Deep: The Royal Navy Submarine Service Since 1945

Professor Matthew Jones, London School of Economics, Professor of History



Tom McKane, Royal United Services Institute, Senior Associate Fellow; LSE, Visiting
Senior Fellow

Dr Marion Messmer, Chatham House, Senior Research Fellow for International
Security Programme

Dr Richard Moore, King’s College London, Visiting Senior Research Fellow

Professor Damian O’Doherty, University of Liverpool, Professor of Management and
Organisation

Dr Eglé Rindzeviciaté, Kingston University, Associate Professor of Criminology and
Sociology

Dr Nick Ritchie, University of York, Senior Lecturer in International Security
Paul Schulte, School of Oriental and African Studies, Research Associate
Chris Spedding, British American Security Information Council, Policy Fellow

Dr Alex Tasker, University College London, Teaching Fellow in Human
Ecology/Health and Environment

Dr Elena Violaris, University of Cambridge, Storylistening Project Fellow
Peter Waring, Ridgeway, Programme Manager for Non-proliferation Projects

Peter Watkins CBE, Former Director General Strategy and International, Ministry of
Defence (2017-2018)

Professor Nicholas J. Wheeler, University of Birmingham, Professor of International
Relations

Adam Wright, The British Academy, Head of Public Policy



